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This has remained a rarity, one of those late Schumann works disparaged for its stylistic inconsistency and alleged signs of incipient madness. In a fine performance such as this live account from Amsterdam’s Concertgebouw, Schumann’s preoccupation during his later years with Goethe’s great metaphysical poem is vindicated. Harnoncourt is a devotee of it, and even if he doesn’t have as starry soloists as Abbado’s Bryn Terfel and Karita Mattila (Sony, 1994), Christian Gerhaher is a Faust in the Fischer-Dieskau mould, his relish of the poetry more idiomatic than Terfel’s, Christiane Iven is a lovely Gretchen, and Alastair Miles makes the most of Mephisto’s brief appearances. 
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